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-------------------   C A L E N D A R  -----------------  
February 3 OJS Museum Workday 
 14 IEG Meeting, 7 pm, BSU 
March 3 OJS Museum Workday 
 25-28 ESA Pacific Branch, Portland, OR 
April 7 OJS Museum Workday 
 19-21 Idaho Academy of Science Meeting 
 23 Newsletter materials due to Editor 
June 8-9 BioBlitz at Deer Flat Natl. Wildl. Refuge 
Dec 9-13 ESA Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA 

--------------------   IEG MEETING  ------------------  
 The next IEG meeting is scheduled for 14 March at 7 
pm at Boise State University.  It will be in room 248 of the 
Science/Nursing building.  Jim Barbour will speak on 
"Pheromone mediated mating behavior of Prionus 
californicus Motschulski (Coleoptera:Cerambycidae)".   
 "The California prionus (Prionus californicus Mots), is 
widely distributed in western North America from Baja 
California to British Columbia and Alberta.  This beetle is 
known to attack many plants including oak, pine, poplar, 
apple, apricot, and grape and it is a serious pest of hop in 
the Pacific Northwest.  It has been thought for many 
years that female P. californicus use a sex pheromone to 
attract males for mating.  Here we report the results 
experiments demonstrating that female P. californicus 
produce a pheromone that strongly attracts males over 
some distance in the laboratory and field.  We also report 
a calling behavior of female beetles that is associated 
with pheromone production.  The pheromone structure 
has been identified and we are currently synthesizing the 
possible stereoisomers for further testing to determine 
the potential for pheromone-based management of P. 
californicus in Pacific Northwest hop yards." Jim Ryan 
 

--------------   ESA PACIFIC BRANCH  ------------  
Annual Meeting of the ESA’s Pacific Branch will be held 
in Portland, Oregon on March 25-28 at the Portland 
Marriott Downtown Waterfront. URL: 
http://oregonstate.edu/pbesa 

-------------------   2007 IEG DUES  ----------------  
 Never too late to get those IEG dues sent into Barb 
Alexander (address above)!  Your label should indicate 
2007 or greater if you are paid up.  E-subscriptions 
should have the date in your "To:" line. 
 

---------  RECENT PUBS BY MEMBERS  ------  
Leslie, T.W., G.A. Hoheisel, D.J. Biddinger, J.R. Rohr, 

S.J. Fleischer.  2007.  Transgenes sustain epigeal 
insect biodiversity in diversified vegetable farm 
systems.  Environmental Entomology 36.1:234-244.   

Clark, W.H. and Blom, P.E.  2007.  Annotated checklist 
of the ants on the Idaho National Laboratory 
(Hymenoptera: Formicidae).  Sociobiology 49.2:1-117. 

 

-------  ENTOMOLOGICAL RESOURCES  ----  
 For those of you interested in this sort of thing:  
TDWG (Taxonomic Databases Working Group listserv 
(subscription information also included to that list for 
those interested or see the TDWG homepage at 
http://www.tdwg.org/).   
List-Subscribe: http://lists.tdwg.org/mailman/listinfo/tdwg 
 

----------------------   O.J. SMITH  -------------------  
MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY NOTES 
(ALBERTSON COLLEGE OF IDAHO) 
 Museum : (208) 459-5507, bclark@albertson.edu.  
http://www.albertson.edu/campus/community/museum 
**  MUSEUM MAILING LIST 
 To get on the Museum's mailing list contact Bill Clark 
at clarkfam1@mindspring.com 
**  MUSEUM MONTHLY VOLUNTEER WORKDAYS 

For the Workday Schedule see the Museum Event Web Page: 
http://www.albertson.edu/campus/community/museum/event.htm 

 The Museum is open all day on Workday Saturdays, 8 
AM until late afternoon.  Enter via west basement door.  
We have a variety of Museum tasks that need volunteer 
assistance.  We currently need someone to construct 
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wooden bases for displays.  We have tasks for students 
and non-students alike.  We need volunteers to assume 
a variety of Museum duties and responsibilities.  We 
have the following needs:  Plywood, particle board, 
Masonite, 1x2” stock lumber, electrical fixtures, 
bookshelves for journals and funds for specific Museum 
projects. 
 We supply coffee and hot water for drinks as well as a 
taco lunch for volunteers.  We usually have a brief 
research seminar at noon.  The Museum collects 
aluminum for recycle.  Please leave in Museum or 
contact Bill Clark (208-375-8605), John Keebaugh (208-
459-5507), or Dr. Eric Yensen (208-459-5331). 
     Bill Clark 
**  COMING 2006 LUNCH SEMINARS 
March 3 Gene and Sandy Ralston – "Underwater 

Search and Recovery". 
April 7 Barbara Alexander – "Insect Art." 
May 5 Mary Clark –"Travels in Ireland, Part 1" 
June 2 Mary Clark –"Travels in Ireland, Part 2" 
July 7 Dr. Paul Castrovillo – “Idaho’s Most 

Distinctive Butterflies” and “Training for 
the Fourth of July Butterfly Count.” 

August 4 Elizabeth Dickey – “Bug Day 
Announcement"  AND Gene M. Gray –
"Vegetation and Sage Grouse in West 
Central Idaho." 

September 8 Dr. James K. Ryan - "Ultrasonic Control 
of Pests." 

October 6 Jan Summers Duffy - "Egyptian 
Archaeology." 

November 3 Alan Gillogly - "Biology of Passalid 
Beetles." 

December 1 Dr. David M. Ward, Jr. - "Baja California 
Travels and Entomology." 

-----------   WORD FROM THE EDITOR  ---------  
 The Newsletter used to be published on a monthly 
basis.  Some years ago, for a variety of reasons, we 
switched to a bimonthly publication.  This year I will try to 
return to the monthly format.  Recently we have been 
encountering too many problems scheduling events and 
getting their dates reported for member planning. 
 Of course, this means I will need your assistance 
putting together enough news and information to keep 
the pages full.  Even though many of you are electronic 
subscribers, "full" is still defined by the U.S. postage 
stamp.  Right now I can mail 4 sheet of paper for 1 
stamp.  That means 7.5 pages of content can be shared.  
If I cannot make the full amount I try to drop the 
publication length in increments of 2.   
 So get those news items, bits of information, fun 
puzzles, photographs, etc. too me!  My mailing address is 
on the first page of every issue, as is my email.  I have 
set the 20th of each month to be the deadline for 
materials, and will try to complete production shortly 
thereafter.  Of course, please rush it my way any time as 
I may be slightly behind in timetable. Paul Blom, Editor 

-----------------   ANTS OF THE INL  --------------  
CLARK AND BLOM PUBLISH MONOGRAPH ON THE 
ANTS OF THE IDAHO NATIONAL LABORATORY. 
 Recently, January 2007, William H. Clark, Director, 
Orma J. Smith Museum of Natural History and Paul E. 
Blom, Museum Research Associate and researcher for 
the USDA-ARS in Prosser, WA, completed a 20+year 
project on determining the biodiversity and natural history 
of the ants at the Idaho National Laboratory (INL).  The 
project was a spin-off of Blom's MS thesis (University of 
Idaho) examining the environmental impacts of the 
harvester ants at the site.  Clark and Blom made 
thousands of collections from all over the site during the 
late 1980s and 90s to produce the final list of 46 species.  
Several new Idaho species records were found at the 
site, including Liometopum luctuosum (INL locality first 
reported by Merickel and Clark), Formica gynocrates, 
Formica spatulata, and Myrmica sp. nov.  Much new 
biological and natural history information was learned 
about many of these species, which adds greatly to the 
value of the publication, according to Dr. William 
MacKay, University of Texas, El Paso.  New records 
were included about myrmecophiles (ant guests) and 
their ant hosts.  New information is reported on the 
reproduction and life history of various species.  One 
species new to science (an undescribed Myrmica) was 
found during the research.  The species is currently 
being described by André Francoeur and INL will be the 
designated type locality. 
 A limited number of copies of the 117 page book, 
published as a separate issue of the journal, 
Sociobiology (Volume 49, Number 2, 2007), are available 
from the authors on request and copies will soon be 
available in the OJS Museum Gift Shop for sale (price not 
yet determined). 
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--------------------   IEG IN TEXAS  ------------------  
NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM PARTICIPATES IN FIELD 
RESEARCH AT BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK 
 Recently, January 6-21, William H. Clark, Director and 
Curator of Entomology, Orma J. Smith Museum of 
Natural History and his wife, Mary participated on a field 
research expedition in Big Bend National Park, Texas.  
Bill and Mary met up with Dr. Julia T. Sankey (California 
State University, Stanislaus) to study ants and fossils.  
Sankey brought five students with her and in addition, 
met up with four researchers from Baylor University and  
 

 
Figure 1.  Bill Clark and Matt Wedel setting out ant bait traps. 
 
two consultants, all familiar with the paleontology of Big 
Bend.  Sankey has been conducting paleo research in 
Big Bend since 1994 when she started her PhD program 
at LSU.  She obtained her interest and background in 
fossils while at Albertson College of Idaho as an 
undergraduate student.   
 

 
Figure 2.  Bill Clark and Raymond Skiles recording red imported 
fire ant (Solenoposis invicta) nests along transect in the Chisos 
Mts., over 5,000 feet elevation. 
 
 Clark has been conducting research on the Big Bend 
desert ants since the summer of 2000, when he, Mary 
and daughter Cindy assisted Dr. Sankey with an 
Earthwatch expedition.  The work is made possible by 

research permits from the National Park Service.  Ant 
bait traps were placed in the soil around the park (Fig. 1), 
but  
the cool damp weather probably contributed to the low 
catch rate.  This year Clark has documented new species 
distributions (Pogonomyrmex bigbendensis was found in  
the northern part of the park for the first time), 
reproductive information (several Pogonomyrmex and 
Myrmecocystus species were found with alates in their 
nests), and information on ant guests (Araeoschizus was 
found in a couple of Pogonomyrmex nests in the northern 
part of the park).  Bill and Mary worked with research 
coordinator, Raymond Skiles (Fig. 2) in repeating a 
survey started last year to monitor the spread of the red  
 

 
Figure 3.  Santa Elena Canyon, SW corner of Big Bend National 
Park.  The Rio Grand cuts through the massive Sierra Ponce.  
The sierra on the left of the photo is in Mexico. 
 
imported fire ant in the Park.  The ant specimens 
collected will eventually be deposited at the Park and 
Museum collections for others to use in the future.   
 The park is a great example of the Chihuahuan 
Desert (Fig. 3), is very remote and beautiful.  Near the 
end of the trip, fieldwork was interrupted by a West Texas 
ice storm - ah the joys of field work (Fig. 4). 
 

 
Figure 4.  Historic Castolon, on the Rio Grande, during an ice 
storm. 
  Bill Clark 
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----------------   THE KID'S KORNER  --------------  
 Here are some items for kids that Gwen Hoheisel 
found on the web: 
INSECT CROSSWORD PUZZLE FROM 
HTTP://WWW.BILLYBEAR4KIDS.COM/ 
 

 
Across: 
1. Praying ______  
 gets it's name because it looks like it is praying. 
5. I eat wood. 
7. I rub my legs together to make noise. 
8. Some say that I look like flowers flying in the sky. 
9. I look like a butterfly. I fly at night. 
10. I make a dog itch. 
Down: 
2. I show up at picnics. 
3. I am not an insect because I have eight legs.   
 I am an arachnid. 
4. You eat the honey I make. 
6. I like to bite you and drink your blood. 
7. I am a scavengers and will eat almost anything. 
 
LADYBUG CRAFTS, TREASURE HOLDER 
From Sherri Osborn  
familycrafts.about.com/cs/ladybugcrafts/l/blladybpl.htm 
Materials Needed: 
 Tuna Can  
 Black Acrylic Paint  
 Felt  
 Black Pipe Cleaner  
 Wiggle Eyes  
 Glue or Glue Gun  
Instructions 
 Paint the tuna can black and set it aside and allow it 
to dry.  

 Trace around the tuna can to make a circle on a red 
piece of felt. Cut out your circle, but cut it about 1/2 inch 
larger than your tracing. Cut the circle in half. Cut tiny 
circles out of black felt and glue them on your red half 
circles to be the ladybug's spots.  
 Spread glue half way around the top edge of your 
painted tuna can (figure 1). place your two half circles 
onto the top edge of your can. The half circles should 
come together to form a circle, and you want them to join 
in the center of your glue line (figure 2). Once dry, you 
can fold back the bottom of the wings to reveal the inside 
of the can (figure 3)!  

 
 Use pipe cleaners to make antennae and small legs if 
you like. Glue on the wiggle eyes are your lady bug 
treasure holder is complete!  
 
LADYBUG CRAFTS, PIN OR MAGNET 
www.geocities.com/Athens/Atrium/5924/ladybuglore.htm 
Spray a plastic spoon with nonstick cooking spray.  Fill 
the spoon with plaster of paris.  After the plaster has 
hardened, pop it out of the spoon.  Use fine sandpaper to 
smooth the edges if you need to.  Use red and black 
paint to decorate the plaster oval to look like a ladybug.  
Glue a pin back or magnet strip onto the back of the 
ladybug.  
 
LADYBUG LORE, IS IT TRUE? 
www.geocities.com/Athens/Atrium/5924/ladybuglore.htm 

In Sweden, folks believe that if a ladybug lands on a 
young maiden's hand, she will soon be getting 
married. 
If you find a ladybug in your house, count the 
number of spots and that is how many dollars you 
will soon receive. 
In England, finding a ladybug means that you will 
have a good harvest. 
In France, if you are sick and a ladybug lands on 
you, when it flies away, it will take the sickness with 
it. 
If a ladybug has more than seven spots, then there 
will be a famine. If it has less than seven, then there 
will be a good harvest. 
At one time, doctors would mash up ladybugs and 
put them in a cavity to cure a toothache. 
Some people believe that the number of spots on a 
ladybug indicates how many children you will have.
If you find a ladybug in your house in the winter you 
will have good luck. 

 



Idaho Entomology Group Newsletter, 28 February 2007 34(2):11 
  
INSECT CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--------   IDAHO ACADEMY OF SCIENCE  ------  
 The IEG is an organizational member of the Idaho 
Academy of Science.  The IAS holds its annual meeting, 
rotating among 10 hosting Idaho institutions.  This year's 
meeting will be held in Idaho Falls, 19-21 April, with the 
theme "Energy for the Future - Human & Ecological 
Consideration".  See http://www.isu.edu/ias/ for more 
information and the Call for Papers.   
 As an organizational member, the IEG is welcome to 
use the Academy's membership list for recruiting new 
IEG members and/or publicizing you programs and 
activities.  Or, if you would like to have your activities 
announced in the Academy's newsletter The Retort, 
please send them to us at least two and preferably three 
months in advance.  If you would like for us to share IEG 
info to our members via e-mail, please send it a couple of 
weeks in advance. [Phil Anderson, Exec. Director IAS] 
 

LADYBUG LIFECYCLE 
www.geocities.com/Athens/Atrium/5924/ladybuglifecycle.htm 

The life cycle of the ladybug 
is between four to six weeks.  
In the spring the adults lay up 
to three hundred eggs in an 
aphid colony.  The eggs 
hatch in two to five days.  The 
newly hatched larvae feed on 
aphids for up to three weeks, 

and then they enter the pupa stage.  The adult ladybug 
emerges about a week later. 
 However, they usually do not have their spots for their 
first 24 hours of adulthood.  So, if you catch one in your 
schoolyard without spots, you may have found a brand 
new adult.  There may be as many as six generations of 
ladybugs hatched in a year. 

 
 

-----------------   BIOBLITZ IN JUNE  --------------  
 8-9 June 2007, 24-hour intensive survey and 
celebration of biological diversity.  Contact us at 208-467-
9278, or deerflat@fws.gov if you have any questions or 
would like to volunteer during the BioBlitz.  Volunteers 
can help survey plants and animals, help organize the 
festival, have a booth at the festival, do a presentation or 
lead a walk sharing your expertise about the natural 
world, photo-document the event, pledge to donate to 
refuge environmental education programs for each 
species documented, or participate in a variety of other 
ways.  Contact us to find out how your skills and 
enthusiasm might help!   
http://www.fws.gov/deerflat/currevents.htm#bb 
 


